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corn-borer.

~Insects

It is estimated that from 10 to 25
per cent of all crops grown in-Can-

ada is lost by the ra\}agéé of insects

and that the annual loss invalue| .
reaches the enormous total of over| "

9¥ne hundred million. c'lullars.- The|

crusade against: this devastation,

w'h,icli is carried on by oﬂi‘c‘ers of the}

Don1i'x')ioxx Entomological Branch' at
Ottawa aud in‘the various pxy'bi/inc_ds‘,
is thus of a herculean character. As
clrcumstances warrant it.whole dis-
tricts are brought under quarantine
to prevent the pests in particular Jo-
calities being. shipped out on prod-
ucts upon which they prey.' '

Trenches miles in length! have been
dug to trap the horribfy destructive
army worm ; a‘erop"iane's have been
used to survey areas infected -with

tha spruce budworm ; poison gas

has been experimented with to kill |,

grasshoppers ; parasites of different
species arc bred and used as auxili-
aries in this gigantic warfare, and

drugged baits are distributed at var-

. v
ious strategic points where it is ex-

pected their use will be most effect-.

-

iva.
In no division of the work bhas

greater aclivity and vigor been dis-

played than in fighting the vicious

been placed:i_n a state of siege, men
being stationed with riglits;é’f‘:search'

to enforce regulations, and see that
ons, ang see t

no transportation of corn: contrary

.

thereto takés place, - L

All of this work has, resulted in
saving crops worth ‘milli‘or'ls of dol-
lars, and c_itizens‘ ge'ner.ally appreci-
ate the work done by the-Dominion
Entomologist and his officers. .
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.peea In George Ricdel's

Cities have practicaliy

Upper — Exnrhln_ln
Apiary In t!_:e Coaldale

diatrict.

Lower— A colony ()f Bees
in the Riedel Aplary.

outhern Alberta’s
tricts, with their large fields ‘of
alfalfa and sweet clover, promise to
become the beekeeper’s paradise
within the next five years. o

Two years ago, less than 10,00

Vpounds of honey were produced in

Alberta. Last year, 60,000 pounds
were produced — and 32 carloads im-
ported into the West to supply the
demand. - This year, on the C.P.R.

irrigated project at Lethbridge, there -
will be produced more*than 100,000
pounds. And this is just a start.

“Southern Alberta’s irrigated dis-
t.icts will :be shli)ping trainloads—
not carloads—of honey to the mar-
kets within five years’’declared Frank
C. Pellatt, field editcr 6f the American
Bee Journal, Hamilton, Illinois, on

-the occasion of his visit to Southern
Alberta late in July this year, ‘“This

is the greatest_potential honey pro-
ducing district in North America.””

Today, one apiarist in the Coaldale
district on the C.P.R. irrigated pro-
ject has 600 colonies of bees. .This
man, C. George Riedel, came to
Southern Alberta from California in
the spring of 1924 and started with

800 colonies. In 1926 he will have

irrigated dis-

.

1800 - colonies and -will make more
than 150 tons- of honey#” This year
his bees will make him about 50 tons,
and one wholesale - firm having
branches throughout the West is
handling the whole output.

Bach cclony of bees makes about
200 pounds in a season, though one
colony at the Lethbridge Experi-

mental Farm bro‘ke;'al‘l réécrds for

‘Canada by making 472 pounds in the

season of 1923. A record of 21 pounds
in one day by one cclony wa3-made
in 1922 when the beeg at ‘the Experi-
mental Farm averages 189 pounda for
the season, the high record for. the
year at the experimental farms
across Canada.
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